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Warm-up Questions 
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CD Do you think Japanese food is far more expensive than foreign food? 

® Do you want to buy less expensive foreign rice, orange, and beef even if the 
{ 

Japanese agricultural industry suffers? 
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Case 

Japan's PM announces participation 
in controversial TPP talks 

J apanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe officially announced on March 15, 2013 

that Japan will join negotiations on the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) , the 

Asia-Pacific free trade agreement. Abe expressed strong determination to defend its 

national interests, saying that the government will "protect what should be protected, 

and gain what should be gained." 

There is no guarantee, however, that key agricultural products will be exempt 

from abolition of tariffs. Many agricultural and consumer groups are unanimously 

opposed to Abe's decision. Immediately after the announcement, the representative 

of the JA Qapan Agricultural Cooperatives) Group said at a press conference, 'We 

strongly protest and deeply regret Japan's participation in the TPP." 

The government also announced its new estimate of the possible economic impacts 

of joining the TPP, saying that abolition of all tariffs could decrease its production in 

the agriculture, forestry and fisherie.s sector by 3 trillion yen every year. But at the ' 

same time the government estimated that joining the TPP would boost Japan's real 

GDP by 3.2 trillion yen . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' ..... ' .... ... ..... ... ... ... ............. .. .. ............. . . 
1 Notes ) 0 controversial ~*q:JO) 0 Trans.-Pacific lil::t:!fl-5$0) 0 national interests 00~ 

0 exempt from ... · ··~5fci!*~tttc 0 JA (Japan Agricultural Cooperatives) &m 
0 abolition ifi~ 0 forestry and fisheries tMi~bf.t~ 0 real GOP ~ft®Jp;j~~~ 

Vocabulary Check 
_t(})~)t~~#, G}---@(})lfl~li(})~a~c 1./t" .. ~'~bL-l. \:fJ(})~ a,..., f ~~J)IHY~~t, '0 
CD a tax on goods coming into a country or going out of a country 

@ to increase or improve something and make it more successful 

® agreeing completely about something 

® official discussion aimed at reaching a consensus 

® a decision, promise or arrangement between two or more groups or people 
• 

® a calculation or judgment of the value, number, quantity 

a. negotiation 

d. boost ~ 

b. agreement 

e. unanimously 

c. tariff 

f. estimate 
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Free Trade or Protection? 

Read On The pros and cons ofthe TPP 

~J~7~i77~~JJ., if.>cO)r"'~mt;::~;ttJ:~l, '0 

The Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) trade agreement is expected to improve the 

economy and increase the GDP of the member countries . It is often pointed out by 

political and financial communities that the TPP has a number of CDIJenefits. The complete 

removal of tariffs will increase the amount of imports by decreasing the prices of various 

imported products, including farm produce, raw materials, and manufactured products. 

The TPP is also said to encourage domestic companies to expand their business 

®overseas and attract foreign direct investment. The TPP can not only promote the free 

flow of goods, services and investment, but also bring economic growth and prosperity to 

the region. 

I Notes I 0 investment ~~ 0 prosperity ~* 

CD a. advantage 

@ a. abroad 

b. capacity·· 

b. outside · 

c. command 

c. home 

d. consent 

d. internal 

The TPP trade agreement will become a universal economic and trade framework. 

Japan's participation in the TPP is necessary to maintain its national interests and 

political and economic influence in the Asian community. Through Japan's entry into the 

TPP talks, Japan can cooperate with the U.S. and promote a close economic and security 

partnership. Japanese political leaders believe that Japan-U.S. cooperation will lead to 

the stability of the Asia-Pacific region by countering China's growing economic power in 

Asia. At the same time, Japan's participation in the TPP will also pave the way for Japan 

to carry out its economic reform and enhance the international competitiveness of its 

industries . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
1 Notes 1 0 universal t!!~~<7) 0 framework ~*El<ff D pave the way for .. . ... '"'<7)@7,fmJ < 
'------' D enhance .. . 7,f~&6~ D take advantage of... .. . 7,ff1Jffl9~ D competitiveness ~*::h 

Exercise 2 9t~O)pg~t;::~?~2i!ftt;::t;t T ~- ~btd:l- ''E>O)t;t F ~:lf~A.ntJ:~l, '0 
CD Japan should cooperate with the U.S. to develop friendly relationships with China. ( 

® Japan will be able to make economic reforms through participating in the TPP. ( 
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The TPP is said to greatly affect every aspect of Japanese people's lives. Japanese 

farmers are especially worried that the TPP would lead to a sudden increase in the import 

of cheap foreign agricultural products and a decline in the sale of domestic products. 

Similarly, consumer groups fear that the TPP could lower Japan's food-safety standards 

for genetically-modified foods, leaving the use of pesticides and food additives subject 

to foreign rules. Medical experts also voiced concern that the TPP could undermine the 

universal health-care system, and could eventually push up Japan's medical costs with 

the advancement of foreign insurance companies and hospitals in Japan . 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
[ Notes 1 0 genetically-modified food »l!Er~chfft~:&£ 0 pesticide ~~ 0 additive ~1JD~ 

0 subject to ... ···O)~~C'd5~ 0 universal health-care system ~~f:!~~lt!JM 

Exercise 3 ~Jt0)11;f~':-ft?~2i!IH:t;t T ~- -ftb~'- '-tO)t;t F =a:w:~A.:tt~~~- '0 
CD Japanese famers would suffer under the TPP. 

@ Foreign agricultural products should not be banned by the TPP. 

Paragraph 4 

( 

( 

) 

) 

China, with the world's second-largest GDP, has not expressed its intention to 

participate in the TPP because the government considers the TPP trade agreement 

as a U.S.-led Asian strategy. They believe that its purpose is to establish American­

style economic rules in the Asia-Pacific economic bloc and to <D check China's economic 

growth in the region. In contrast, most political leaders in Japan think that the free trade 

agreement with China will likely bring economic benefits to Japan. According to foreign 

trade statistics, China has been Japan's largest trading partner since 2007, ®covering 

20 percent of Japan's imports and exports in 2012. In fact, Japan has already received 

economic benefits from the growing Chinese market. After all, participation in the TPP 

has become a highly controversial issue involving many countries in the Asia-Pacific 

region. 

[ Notes I 0 strategy J!lil!Bg 0 Asia-Pacific economic bloc :t:lJ15$~~~~~ 0 statistics ~&t 

CD a. ignore b. maintain 

@ a. dedicating b. dominating 

"-t 

c. control 

c. monitoring 

d. proceed 

d. occupying 
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Free Trade or Protection? 

Listen to Model Opinions 
Is it beneficial to participate in the TPP? (TPP A.0)~1.JD,;i:1J~7J)) ';:-:> t, ,-r_ .L.~l' 4 A.0)1:7JI..­
:;;t~=:;;t/~OO~- ~~~f:!d.>~~t, ' · 

I think so. It is often pointed out that the TPP will 
stimulate trade and economic 
development. It will also improve our daily lives. It will 
make it easier for us to buy products 
and travel abroad. 

Yoshiko from Japan 

I totally agree. The TPP trade agreement will promote 

healthy . It will drive -------
industries to increase their price competitiveness. 

Simon from the U.S. 

I don't think so. China can't totally the -------
U.S.-led TPP. Although the currently strong Chinese 
economy will not be by the TPP, 
it may have a negative influence on the Chinese 
economy in the future. 

Wei from China 

I disagree. Our biggest concern is that the TPP trade 

agreement can--""'-'----some domestic 
industries. I'm afraid some industries can't -----
severe competition and many people may lose their jobs. 

Taro from Japan 
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Useful Expressions 

1. It is often pointed out that. .. ···C:J:: <.r§tt'8i~:trn, ,0 

It is often pointed out that the TPP will bring disadvantages to domestic industries 

protected by trade barriers and government subsides. 

(TPP tj:fi$h~m~ii~Uf.fO)tliHIIJ :~n::{*~~trt' ~J '.Q l!li*Ji!H~ t<: t -:>'t', /f'fiH<:tJ:.Q t J:: < :m lj'ij~tl 't'IJ '.Q) 

2 . have a- influence on... ...~c::-i"J:~~:Ii'~X.0 

The TPP trade agreement is said to have a profound influence on the regional economy 

and public life. 

CTPP t;t±t!l~*!mt. 00£\:0)~i';!it<=~*tJ:~~~& 1!9 t.Ei-t>tl 't' t, '.Q) 

3. Our biggest concern is that... lfi:*:O)~~t;:l:··· 

Our biggest concern is that many foreign agricultural products will not meet the food 

safety standards of our country. 

C~*O)~~ti, ~ <O)j}lliJO)J:!!f'F¥1J7J~t>7J~I!JO)'l§tO)~~~&!!~i'~t.:tJ:t, 'l::. t,'? t:. t tD 

Discussion 
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